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MACK AVENUE MUSIC GROUP 

JAZZ TALK TENT

SATURDAY, SEPT. 1 

12:15–1:00 p.m.   MEET THE ARTIST – SHANNON POWELL  Host: TBD

1:30–2:15 p.m.  MEET THE ARTIST – DR. LONNIE SMITH  Host: Linda Yohn 

2:30–3:15 p.m.   MEET THE ARTIST – TRIO OF OZ  Host: TBD

3:30–4:15 p.m.  MEET THE ARTIST – ALEX HARDING  Host: W. Kim Heron

5:15–6:00 p.m. MEET THE ARTIST – JULIAN LAGE TRIO  Host: TBD

Mack Avenue Music Group Jazz Talk Tent brings greater depth to the music heard at the Festival. 
It’s developed for fans who enjoy the jazz conversation and want a deeper dive into the artists, 
history and uniqueness of the Festival and the music. The Jazz Talk Tent offers lively interviews, 
panel discussions and presentations by authors on their latest books. You’ll find musicians, jazz 
radio hosts and journalists from around the world sharing perspectives on jazz.

Jazz Historians/Programmers: Jim Gallert and Lars Bjorn

SUNDAY, SEPT. 2 

1:00–2:15 p.m.  FREDDIE HUBBARD’S MUSIC  Moderator: Michael G. Nastos, with Dwight Adams, Randy Brecker, David Weiss

2:30–3:15 p.m.  MEET THE ARTIST – PAT MARTINO  Host: TBD

3:30–4:30 p.m.  NATE CHINEN  Presentation, based upon “Playing Changes” by Nate Chinen

5:00–6:00 p.m. HERB BOYD – PRESENTATION  Terry Jean Pollard & Dorothy Ashby

MONDAY, SEPT. 3 

1:00–2:15 p.m. BEBOP IN DETROIT  Lars Bjorn and Jim Gallert

2:30–3:30 p.m.  STRAIGHT AHEAD – PANEL  Moderator: Ann Delisi, with Gayelynn McKinney, Marion Hayden, Alina Morr

3:45–4:45 p.m. PRESENTATION – “BEHIND THE SWING”  By Charles Latimer, Host: Jim Gallert

HERB BOYD is an award-winning author and journalist who has published a number of books 
and countless articles for national magazines and newspapers. His most recent publication is 
Black Detroit – A People’s History for Self-Determination (Amistad Press, 2017). The book is a 
Library of Michigan Notable Book. During his long involvement with Detroit’s jazz community, 
he was a co-founder of the Jazz Research Institute and was an associate of the Strata Concert 
Gallery and other organizations. Boyd, a graduate of Wayne State University, is currently an 
adjunct instructor in the Black Studies Program at City College in New York. 

NATE CHINEN is the author of Playing Changes: Jazz for the New Century (Pantheon, 2018). 
He has been writing about jazz for more than 20 years, notably for The New York Times, Jazz-
Times and the Philadelphia City Paper. As the director of editorial content at WBGO, he works 
with the multiplatform program “Jazz Night in America” and contributes a range of coverage to 
NPR Music. An 11-time winner of the Helen Dance–Robert Palmer Award for Excellence in 
Writing, presented by the Jazz Journalists Association, he also is coauthor of Myself Among 
Others: A Life in Music, the autobiography of impresario George Wein. He lives in Beacon, New 
York, with his wife and two daughters.

CHARLES L. LATIMER is a native of Detroit. Latimer started his writing career in 1995 writing 
human interest features for community newspapers such as About Detroit, The Michigan 
Citizen, The Michigan Chronicle and the Monitor. Latimer became a huge lover of jazz music 
in this mid-twenties. In 1997, Latimer was hired by Michigan’s largest weekly, the Metro Times,
as a contributing writer. For 16 years, Latimer coved Detroit’s jazz scene. As the paper’s jazz 
scribe, Latimer also wrote album reviews, concerts reviews and profiles of many of Detroit’s 
leading jazz figures as well as many internationally acclaimed jazz titans such as Sonny Rollins, 
Wayne Shorter, Regina Carter, Horace Silver, Kenny Garrett, Barry Harris and Roy Haynes. 
Latimer started the jazz blog “I Dig Jazz” in 2007, and now has more than 300,000 views, and 
is ranked by blogmetric, a website that tracks blogs related to the arts, among the top 20 jazz 
blogs online. Last year, Latimer’s first book Behind the Swing: A Glimpse into the Lives of Some 
of the World’s Finest Jazz Musicians was published. The book was recently nominated for an 
excellence in recorded sound historical research award by the Association of Recorded Sound. 
Latimer currently resides in Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan, where he working on his second 
book, Jazz Lives Matter, Too.


