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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

 

Detroit Jazz Festival Announces Wayne Shorter as 2017 Artist-in-Residence  

 

Detroit, Mich., March 20, 2017 - The Detroit Jazz Festival, the world’s largest free jazz festival, 

is thrilled to announce legendary jazz saxophonist and composer Wayne Shorter as its 2017 

Artist-in-Residence. Through this role, Shorter will act as an ambassador for the Festival, 

support the Detroit Jazz Festival Foundation’s efforts to enhance year-round jazz music 

education opportunities, and thrill music enthusiasts with three powerful performances over 

Labor Day weekend.   

 

A master sax innovator and composer, Shorter has 10 Grammy awards in five different 

categories, and has earned accolades throughout his career, including the Polar Music Prize 

and being named Jazz Master by the National Endowments of the Arts. Shorter will join the 

esteemed list of jazz legends who have held the respected Artist-in-Residence title in past 

years, including Ron Carter, Pat Metheny, Joshua Redman and others. 

 

“Over the course of my career, I have had the pleasure of performing at venues across the 

world and playing with some of the greatest jazz artists of our time,” said Shorter. “Performing at 

the Detroit Jazz Festival is something I’ve received the opportunity to do on several occasions, 

and each time it’s combined a phenomenal atmosphere with immeasurable talent, which is why 

I keep coming back. I am extremely honored to expand my Festival participation this year by 

becoming the Detroit Jazz Festival’s Artist-in-Residence.”   

 

As Artist-in-Residence, Shorter will occupy the coveted opening Friday night slot, officially 

kicking off the 38th Annual Detroit Jazz Festival, which runs Sept. 1-4, 2017, on four grand 

stages in downtown Detroit. In addition, Festival attendees will be treated to a special 

performance, the Wayne Shorter Quartet with the Detroit Jazz Festival Orchestra perform 

Emanon. This piece, inspired by Shorter’s lifelong love of science fiction and mythological 

superhero adventures, will make its North American debut at the Festival. Shorter’s other 

weekend performances include: 

 Wayne Shorter Quartet featuring Danilo Pérez, John Patitucci and Brian Blade 

 Quintet: Wayne Shorter, Geri Allen, Leo Genovese, Esperanza Spalding and Terri Lyne 

Carrington 
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In addition to Shorter’s sets, there will be hundreds of other performers, ranging from well-

respected and recognized artists to up-and-coming talent, student ensembles and late-night jam 

sessions. Shorter will kick off his Festival activities with a one-set performance with bandmate, 

Danilo Pérez, at the Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe in Grosse Pointe Farms on April 20. Limited tickets are 

available; additional details will be posted to www.detroitjazzfest.com as they become available. 

 

“The Detroit Jazz Festival is about celebrating the overwhelming amount of unique and distinct 

sounds that jazz offers. We are thrilled to feature Wayne Shorter as Artist-in-Residence to help 

carry on that legacy,” said Chris Collins, president and artistic director of the Detroit Jazz 

Festival Foundation. “With a unique perspective and penchant for interaction, Mr. Shorter has 

spent the last half century revolutionizing jazz composition, saxophone and group improvisation. 

We can’t wait to share this generational talent with festival-goers – for free.” 

 

Born in 1933, the Newark, New Jersey, native has created many jazz music innovations in a 

career that spans 50 years. He earned his bachelor’s degree from New York University in 1956, 

and then was drafted into the United States Armed Forces in 1957. While in college, Shorter 

played tenor saxophone with the Nat Phipps orchestra, and upon graduating, worked briefly with 

Johnny Eaton and his Princetonians earning the nickname, “The Newark Flash,” for his speed 

and facility with the tenor saxophone.  

 

This year, to ensure jazz enthusiasts don't miss a performance by Shorter or any of the other 

talented musicians taking the stage over Labor Day weekend, the Detroit Jazz Festival has 

brought back the Detroit Jazz Fest LIVE! app. The app will provide live streamed performances 

to Festival goers and out of town fans that are unable to attend the event, in addition to Festival 

schedules, maps and more. Register for the app at https://live.detroitjazzfest.com or download it 

from the Google Play Store.   

 

About the Detroit Jazz Festival Foundation 

The Detroit Jazz Festival Foundation is an independent, non-profit organization that presents 

jazz and educational workshops throughout the year. The Foundation supports the Detroit Jazz 

Festival, which is the largest free jazz festival in the world and a major tourist attraction for the 

City of Detroit, with 23 percent of its audience coming from out of state. 

 

The Foundation receives grant funding from the Kresge Foundation, Michigan Council for Arts 

and Cultural Affairs, Erb Family Foundation, and the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. 

Hundreds of individuals also contribute to the Festival through membership and donations.  
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Major corporate partners include Quicken Loans, JPMorgan Chase & Co., DTE Energy 

Foundation, Mack Avenue Records, Carhartt, Inc., Ford Motor Company, Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 

Greektown Casino-Hotel and Comcast Cable. Additional partners include AARP, Absopure, 

AMTECH International, Andiamo, Bedrock, Bingham Legal Group, Central Michigan University, 

Cliff Bell’s, Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center, Detroit Saxophone Center, Detroit 300  

Conservancy, Display Group, George Johnson & Company, Meridian Health Plan, MGM Grand  

Detroit, Pepsi, Plante Moran, St. John Providence, Wayne State University, Whole Foods 

Market and Woodward Gallery. Media partners include Fox 2, WJR, WEMU-FM, DownBeat, 

JAZZIZ, JazzTimes and Metro Times. The Greening of the Festival is supported by a generous 

grant from the DTE Energy Foundation. For more information, visit www.detroitjazzfest.com.   
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